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bassadors in Berlin and Rome on July 4, expressing much
the same views as in his conversations with the German
Ambassador quoted above, and particularly urging that
Austria's two allies should "make representations at Bucha-
rest to hold off Rumania from further steps against Bul-
garia." 169 Bethmann refused to do this, and made it clear,
as he had often done before, that the way to prevent
Rumania from falling upon Bulgaria was for Austria to
exert energetic pressure at Sofia to induce King Ferdinand
to satisfy King Carol's justifiable demands for territorial
compensations. For Berchtold's edification Bethmann
added the further sapient observations and effective
warnings:
Austria-Hungary from the outset declared' that in the
present Balkan crisis she is striving after no territorial con-
quests. She has defined her interest as to the outcome of the
Balkan War to the effect that Serbia must not reach the
Adriatic, and that a viable Albania must be delivered. The
first point she has smoothly accomplished. As to the
boundaries of Albania, she has triumphed in the Scutari
question, and along with Italy also in the question of the
southern boundary of Albania along th3 coast. The ques-
tions still open—the southern boundary on the mainland,
the constitution, and the choice of a ruler, etc., will, it is to
be hoped, be satisfactorily settled. At any rate the hostil-
ities which have now broken out between Bulgaria and
Serbia-Greece in no wise disturb as yet the rule of policy
hitherto traced by Austria-Hungary. On the contrary, these
hostilities are not undesirable for specifically Austro-Hun-
garian interests, aside from the further disturbance they
cause to trade and travel. It can only benefit the Dual
Monarchy, if Bulgaria and Serbia are weak and discordant
at the end of the war. Austria gains time thereby to restore
the modus vivendi with Serbia which under all circumstances
is necessary.
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